
NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT
by Barbara Shipnuck, President

What an amazing year we have all been through as we look back on the close of three quarters of a 
century since our founding, and prepare for the next 25 years.   We have not only survived-we have 
thrived.  We pivoted to a virtual reality/ zoom environment,  better understood by our kids and grandkids, 
through the expert guidance of our volunteer tech committee, Dale Strok, Cynthia Gordon and Deb 
Lelchuk with the assistance of our media consultant Sue Reveche.  

Some highlights of our year on zoom:
Advocacy sponsored a nationally recognized conversation between Eric Ward and Rabbi Peter Levy on racism 
and its roots in anti-semitism which drew viewers from across the country,  and held a moving tribute to honor 
the legacy of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 

We held a celebration of a fabulous family, the Manheims, who shared stories of their three generations of 
fighting for issues that resound with our NCJW values and presented Sylvia Manheim with the Hannah G. 
Solomon award.

Sharon Brannon engaged Jill Wine Banks, author of The Watergate Girl, as our book review speaker all the way from Florida, and she was a 
great hit with our members and others in the community

We also had some fun on zoom, playing bingo and spending a Saturday evening with the Magician, Johnny Wu.

Advocacy sponsored over half a dozen programs on zoom focused on key issues.  They partnered with the League of Women Voters to 
discuss the ballot propositions, in what seems like a long ago election, and took a deep dive into the homeless issues in our area.  This latter 
through the efforts of Natalie Swit who brought us into closer contact with the professionals who deal with this issue.   

Through the efforts of Deborah Chankin we increased our reach to Get Out The Vote.  While we could not register on college campuses we 
could write letters, postcards and make phone calls. Over 50 members responded to Deborah's call to action and wrote letters to encourage 
under represented voters in Georgia to go to the polls.  She also organized a phone tree to call each of our members to mobilize us to vote.  
We owe Deborah a very big thank you for her efforts these past four years.

We have expanded our footprint in the community through joining coalitions devoted to Immigration and Social Justice joining both the 
Orange County Jewish Coalition for Refugees and CLUE: Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice.  Thank you Deb Lelchuk and Lisa 
Raufman for taking on these new assignments.  

Our ties to the State Advocacy efforts have expanded with monthly meetings with the State Policy Advocates (SPAs) and joint planning.  Our 
Section was able to add a priority piece of legislation to the bills NCJW CA focused on during this legislative session--trying to keep the UC 
system from contracting for affiliations with hospitals that do not allow the full range of reproductive health services.  And our hardworking 
Advocacy Vice Presidents Cynthia Gordon and Deb Lelchuk put together an impressive team to participate in the State Lobbying Day in May. 
Folks spent the morning training on our priority legislation and the afternoon meeting with Legislative staff on zoom--both efficient and 
productive.

We have also been active at the National level. More than a dozen area clergy have participated in the Rabbis for Repro campaign to bring 
awareness of the Jewish religious perspective on reproductive rights. And I have enjoyed my participation on the Section Advisory Council, 
which will assist in shaping future policies and relations between National and Sections.

Community Service could have really suffered in this virtual world, but it didn't.  Thanks to the efforts of Deb Kaplan-Wyckoff, Linda Fox and 
Bobbi Horowitz we were able to continue our good work .  We accomplished one hugpacking before the pandemic shut everything down, 
and finished the year strong with a triple packing early in June.  Thanks to Sara Silva for her leadership in this effort.  We also had a very 
successful food and hygiene products drive for Long Beach Community College.  Covid restrictions began to ease just in time for us to end our 
year with a bang.

We also funded lunch for shut in seniors, gave $1000 in supermarket gift cards to For the Child, and provided clothes, household goods and 
gift cards to assist three refugee families, thanks to the hard work of Naomi Steinfeld. Bobbi Horowitz and Corinne Hickey also led the effort 
to sew blankets for the homeless in the comfort of our own homes.  Over 70 blankets were created and donated.  

Our Program VPs Sharon Brannon and Lisa Raufman tried several new  approaches to engage members.  The movie evening they began will 
continue in an even more lively format.  So please join us on zoom the fourth Thursday evening each month if you can.  
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Resource Development, led by Janis Simon and Deb Lewis ran an 
outstanding and lucrative Chai campaign which exceeded its budget 
projection thanks both to their efforts and the generosity of our 
members.    

Michelle Sztraicher and Natalie Swit, Membership VPs developed 
telephone trees to check in on members during the pandemic and 
outreached to our 17 new members.  Yes, we gained 17 members in 
this strangest of years.

Everything I have written about would be familiar if you read Pillars, 
thank you Ann Millman, or follow the Weekly Advocacy Wrap-Up, 
Deb Lelchuk, or our  eblasts, Dale Strok.  But to be a successful 
organization we have to pay attention to the less public aspect of 
how we do business and this year saw the Board hard at work on the 
less glamorous side of governing a not-for profit organization.

Sherri Sobel agreed to chair a by-laws committee that spent many 
hours revising our by-laws and adding new provisions recommended 
by National. I want to recognize Linda Fox, Karen Fried and Natalie 
Swit for assisting her.  This indomitable team then went on to revise 
our policies and procedures.  I am so very pleased that Sherri has 
agreed to stay on in her position and will again join us on the Board.  

Our Investment Committee chaired by Judy Leff reviewed and 
updated our investment policy and recommended the Board move 
our portfolio into a Socially Conscious set of Investments. Judy will be 
stepping off as chair and Joanne Levy will assume that role as one of 
her new co-treasurer duties.

Dawn Haldane, without whom we could not function, keeps all our 
finances straight.  She has recommended a formal Finance 
Committee that will meet with her quarterly to review budget 
performance.  Dawn will be chairing that committee which will begin 
with this next fiscal year.  

Please let me know if you are interested in joining either of the 
committees I have mentioned.  While it may not seem like glamorous 
work it is essential and we would love to have any of you who are 
interested in financial matters or want to learn more, get more 
involved.  

I would like to thank Barbara Millman for continuing her duties as our 
Corresponding Secretary and keeping our Tributes records, and Maria 
Osorio, our Recording  Secretary.  They are somewhat unsung heroes.  
I also want to extend my gratitude to Deborah Kaplan-Wyckoff, Janis 
Simon and Deb Lewis who will be retiring from the Board and 
welcome Bobbi Horowitz and Tila Carrol  co-Vice Presidents for 
Resource Development and Andrea Friedenthal, VP  Community 
Service. 

Finally, I hope you have checked out our newly revised webpage and 
increased social media presence. This took an enormous effort by our 
previously mentioned tech committee.  If you have not please do so 
and post items of interest.  

I thank all of you, and look forward to an even more ambitious and 
rewarding year ahead.  The Board met on June 17 to plan for next 
year. Two major emphases  emerged--Member Engagement and 
Communications/Publicity. We now have two short term task forces 
reviewing our current practices and making recommendation to the 
Board.  If you have any comments or suggestions you would like to be 
considered, please contact me.

Thank you for electing me to serve another year as President of 
NCJW Greater Long Beach and West Orange County. 

Till we meet again, on zoom or in person, 
Barbara Shipnuck
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NCJW PLANS A “COMING OUT” PARTY TO CELEBRATE ITS 75TH YEAR! 
by Ann Millman, Anniversary Co-Chair

Plan to join us as we have a 75th anniversary celebration and the beginning of our year 21/22 with an in-person party!  
On August 29, from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. we will join together with one another for the first time in a long while for a Happy Hour cocktail 
party at the beautiful waterfront home of Deb Lelchuk. A fun evening is being planned to welcome back our members and friends---to 
visit with one another, celebrate the 75th year of NCJW in the Long Beach, West Orange County  area, and raise funds for our ongoing 
activities. Drinks and appetizers will be served while members can bid on quality items at a White Elephant auction.  

Make a reservation soon on the NC JW website, as attendance will be limited to 75.  Partners are invited.  Address and parking 
instructions will be provided with confirmation.  The charge is $36 per person, with additional optional contributions at $54 or $75.  
Payment can be made on-line at www.ncjwlongbeach.org or by check to NCJW at 6216 E. Pacific Coast Highway, #239 Long Beach, CA  
90803.  For questions or more information see the website or contact Bobbi Horowitz or Ann Millman.     

NCJW MEMBER HARRIETTE ELLIS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
by Lisa Raufman, Co-VP Programs

In connection with the 75th anniversary of NCJW in the Long Beach area, we would 
like to share information about some of our active long-time members who helped us 
reach this milestone and might not be known to our newer members! Harriette Ellis 
has recently been honored by the Historical Society of Long Beach as part of their 
observance of the 100th anniversary of the Women’s Right To Vote constitutional 
amendment.  And CLUE (Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice) named 
Harriette as a Champion of Justice for her long-time work with them as a 
representative from Temple Israel for her Social Action.

Harriette has been a journalist since seventh grade.   She has used her platform in 
many ways, starting with her school year books, writing, editing magazines and 
newsletters as a professional as well as a volunteer, working as a graphic designer, and 
as the long-time editor of the Long Beach Jewish Chronicle when it was an 
award-winning publication.  For 10 years she edited the NCJW Long Beach Pillars.  Her 
professional career has spanned many decades, from typewritten copy, to electronics 
and the internet!  Now in her 90’s she is still an activist for causes to make the world a 
better and more fair place.  The child of immigrants and raised in the South, she was 
taught  by her parents that voting and education were keys to success in this country.  
Following their example, she taught her three daughters that we all have an 
obligation to help one another. Harriette has worked and demonstrated over the 
years in support of human rights, Israel, unions, healthcare, and many other 
progressive causes.  We, in NCJW, are fortunate Harriette has made NCJW a focus of 
her activism!
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PROUDLY ANNOUNCING OUR 2021 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS!
by Linda C. Fox, Chair Scholarships Committee

COMMUNITY SERVICE HAD QUITE A MONTH IN JUNE 2021!
by Linda C. Fox, Member Community Service, HugPacks Co-Chair

NCJW Greater Long Beach and West Orange County is pleased to announce our two 2021 scholarship recipients, Carol Beckerman 
and Madison Braverman,  who were notified June 1 of their successful applications. While the scholarship opportunity, offered every 
other year, is open to Jewish students whose permanent residence is in greater Long Beach or West Orange County and who have 
completed a minimum of 12 undergraduate or 8 graduate units at an accredited college, university or trade school, this year both 
successful applicants are students enrolled in graduate programs. 

Three projects of Community Service of NCJW Greater Long Beach & West Orange County took place 
in June to much success. At the beginning of June, the Scholarships Committee notified the successful 
recipients of our 2021 Scholarships for Jewish students (see separate article for all the details).  

On June 3, we held a full day of HugPacking at Compton YouthBuild, the locale of our Co-Chair of the 
project, Sara Millman Silva. Our intrepid group of vaccinated volunteers and facility staff packed 450 
backpacks with toiletries, health and personal products, school supplies, and a book. NCJW supplies 
most of the items. However, the books are purchased through a Rotary of Long Beach grant as well as 
donated by Compton YouthBuild, and the essential dental supplies are generously donated by the 
Children’s Dental Health Clinic.  Since we had held one session in September 2020 for K-2 grade 
students before being curtailed by the coronavirus, the remainder of our annual 600 packs were filled 
for 3-5th, middle school, and high school students taken, often precipitously, into the foster care 
system by the LA County Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS). 

To round out the month for Community Service, a food drive was held on June 15 at the parking lot of 
the Alpert Jewish Community Center to benefit the two campuses of Long Beach City College’s 
food-insecure students. The 1,220 lbs of food collected helped to restock the shelves of the Viking 
Vault Food Pantry at both locations which serves their students experiencing hunger. 

The Linda Calderón Memorial Scholarship Fund, the HugPacks Fund and the College Student Nutrition 
Fund are just three of our Tribute Funds upon which we depend to help us carry out this work to 
benefit our community. Go to www.ncjwlongbeach.org/donate to make your contribution to 
support our efforts to carry out tikkun olam, the healing of the world. We welcome, with gratitude, 
your valued volunteer participation in these and other community service projects throughout the 
year, and we look forward to seeing you soon in person! 

Carol Beckerman is pursuing a doctorate in Transformative Studies through the California 
Institute for Integral Studies and is currently in the dissertation phase with a topic that explores 
the impact of a meditation practice during a pandemic. The focus of Ms. Beckerman’s Ph.D. is on 
integrating meditation into the allopathic healthcare system, particularly as a resource for 
healthcare workers, and has been called by one of her recommenders “a profoundly important 
contribution” to learning more about “the relationship between emotional stress and physical 
disorders.” Another recommender points out: “This line of inquiry is at a critical juncture as 
indigenous wisdoms are being brought into the realm of Western science for the purpose of 
learning about new ways to heal.” Currently employed by Jewish Long Beach, Ms. Beckerman 
has long been involved in Temple Israel Long Beach and has volunteered on its website redesign 
committee and in the past has served on their Foundation Board. Ms. Beckerman most recently 
completed a course on Jewish Mindfulness at the Jewish Institute for Spirituality. 

Madison Braverman, an active 7 -year member of Beach Hillel at California State University, 
Long Beach, is a graduate student in the Educational Specialist Degree Master’s Program in School 
Psychology with Pupil Personnel Services. Ms. Braverman’s goal is to become a school 
psychologist once she completes a required unpaid internship of 30-40 hours a week (1,200 
hours) in 2021-2022 in order to graduate with her degree. Ms. Braverman’s active involvement in 
Jewish life is life-long: she has been on Birthright, she was chosen to participate on the 
CSULB2Israel trip in 2020, where she accompanied 23 non-Jewish student leaders to show them 
the Jewish homeland and to help them understand the complexity of the region, and most 
recently is evidenced by her selection as Master of Ceremonies at the Jewish Long Beach 
Community Yom HaShoah event. Ms. Braverman has been involved with the community as well in 
her work with individuals with disabilities, as a caregiver of her elderly neighbors, and as a 
manager of a school sorority house. 

Selection is based on financial need, academic standing, Jewish involvement, personal motivation, and past achievements.  
Opportunity to apply for the 2023 scholarships will be announced in January of 2023. 
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REMINDER
Postcard deadline is the 10th of the previous 
month. Please send postcard information to 

Joanne Levy.

Pillars deadline is the 1st of the month before the 
next issue. Send copy to Editor Ann Millman.

TRIBUTE FUNDS

JOIN OUR INVESTMENT COMMITTEE. (NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED!)
by Joanne Levy, Co-Treasurer

MEMBERSHIP AND MONEY
by Tila Carrol and Bobbi Horowitz,
Co-VPs Resource Development

 
As your new Resource Development co-chairs, we asked 3 
members WHY they joined NCJW with the following responses: 

"I wanted to be with like minded, intelligent Jewish women and 
grow from these connections."

"I feel strongly about our responsibility of Tikkum Olam."  

"I want be involved in seeking solutions for social injustices."

"NCJW helps to keep me informed about local and national 
legislation."  
      
Understanding the WHY is important in defining our goals and 
purpose, in order to raise funds to support our selected projects.  
The reality is that it costs money to do what we want to do within 
our community and beyond. Please take the time to define for 
yourself WHY YOU JOINED NCJW in order to tell our NCJW story 
to friends and our community.  We want to inspire you to 
consider joining our Resource Development team, donate to our 
section, and to become involved in anyway you choose.  Your 
involvement supports our NCJW section in the meaningful work 
we all do lovingly together.

Did you know that we have a professionally managed investment account?   

One of the most significant sources of revenue, that allows our section to do its important work, is our investment portfolio.  Income 
generated by this portfolio provides funds for our many projects as well as our operating needs.  

We have a committee that meets (only) 4 times a year with our investment advisors, Halbert Hargrove Global Advisors.  

We are looking for a few interested members to serve on this important committee.  NO experience or expertise is required.  
It is a great opportunity to learn more about investments, the financial marketplace and, of course, NCJW.

Please contact Joanne Levy for more information at (657) 235-2511.

WELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERS! 
by Michelle Sztraicher and Natalie Swit, 
Co-Vps Membership

 
July 2020-July 2021
María Barsky
Norma Chinchilla
Valerie Condon
Andrea “Andi” Ealey
Joanne Kabaar
Ed Last
Nancy Levy
Helene Miller
Janet Neuenschwander
Anita Newman
Sonia Pawluczyk
Bonnie Pecego
Patricia Roberts
Raymond Roberts
Michele Samit

July 2021-July 2022
Carol Beckerman
Madison Braverman
Lauren Friedman
Phyllis Karm
Shari Kaulig
Joyce Kessler
Gail Levy
Lisa Robinson
Carrie Tinker

In memory of Louise Sperr
From Barbara Millman (SOF)

To Sylvia Manheim
In honor of the Manheim family
From Barbara Millman (SOF)

To NCJW Greater Long Beach and West Orange County
In honor of your 75th Anniversary
From Deborah Lelchuk (75thAF)

To Trish Golden
In memory of your dear sister Nancy
From Linda C Fox (HP)

We thank all these donors who have acknowledged other 
members, family and friends on special circumstances in 
their lives with contributions to our organization. 

To make a tribute you can call or email Barbara Millman 
or go online at www.ncjwlongbeach.org/tribute 
You can remember or congratulate friends with a Tribute 
card and support NCJW projects! 

75thAF: 75th Anniversary Fund
GF: General Fund. 
HPF: Hug Pack Fund. 
DVF: Domestic Violence Fund. 
SOF: Senior Outreach Fund. 
LCSF: Linda Calderón Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
KFF: Denise Berro Kindergarten Festival Fund. 
CSNF: College Student Nutrition Fund. 
ISTF: Immigration Services Tribute Fund.
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In the afternoon, a group of approximately 10 section members met with staff members from 
the offices of: Assemblymember Patrick O’Donnell (D), State Senator Lena Gonzalez (D), State 
Senator Tom Umberg (D), and Assemblymember Janet Nguyen (R).

The bills/budget asks addressed were:

Prior to the UC Regents meeting at the end of June, the Section participated in an email 
letter-writing campaign to urge the Regents to adopt a policy that:

Together with the California State Policy Advocates, the Section Advocacy Committee is 
continuing to monitor the status of all of our bills and budget asks, and to take follow-up actions 
as needed.

ADVOCACY TAKES PART IN VIRTUAL LOBBY DAY      
by Deb Lelchuk and Cynthia Gordon, Co-VPs of Advocacy

On May 26, a number of Section members joined NCJW 
California’s Lobby Day.  The keynote speaker for the morning 
program was Noreen Farrell, Executive Director of Equal Rights 
Advocates. Farrell is a fierce advocate for women, children and 
families.  She was followed by speakers addressing each of the 
five bills/budget asks that would be lobbied for later in the day.

•  End Child Hunger - Free Meals for All budget request was originally SB 364 (Skinner) and 
will provide free school meals for all children during the school year, breaks, and prolonged 
disasters.

•  Housing Insecurity Among Transition Aged Youth  was SB 234 (Wiener) and was pulled as 
we were in our meetings. The bill was designed to create a loan program for non-profits and 
local governments to develop housing for youth under 26 years who have transitioned from 
foster care and are experiencing homelessness. The good news is that while the original loan 
program was for $100 million, it is now in the Governor’s revised budget at $200 million.

•  Family Fees Pandemic Relief Bill - AB 92 (Reyes) will extend the waiver on family fees for 
subsidized childcare through October 2022. There is also a budget request to continue to 
waive family fees through September 2024. The day after our Lobby Day this bill passed off 
the Assembly floor with unanimous, bipartisan support, including our local 
Assemblymembers O’Donnell and Nguyen. A thank you was sent to them for their votes in 
favor of this bill.

•  Equitable Stimulus Relief for Excluded Californians was originally SB 691 (Rubio)  and is 
now a budget request that California use some of the current federal stimulus allocation for 
cash payments to undocumented Californians previously denied stimulus money.

•  Reproductive Service Access - SB 379 (Wiener) has become a two-year bill which will be 
voted on in 2022.  It was written to prohibit University of California Health from contracting 
with facilities where UC healthcare staff are prevented from providing comprehensive 
reproductive and LGBTQ+ health services. The decision to carry it over is to allow the UC 
Regents to resolve the issue themselves. 
 

•  would empower UC Health providers to give appropriate care;

•  would immediately prohibit any expansion of policy based restrictions on UC clinicians and 
students; and

•  would close out or modify existing contracts with restrictive healthcare facilities within 
three years.
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